Evaluation of student performance in a multi-site clinical clerkship.
A method for examining the equivalency of student performance in multi-site clinical clerkships is presented. Six student performance variables within the clerkship are explored: pretest, posttest, oral examination, presentation of a subject review, general clinical performance, and patient write-ups. Student achievement on two external examinations (a University of Washington School of Medicine third-year comprehensive examination and the Part II examination of the National Board of Medical Examiners) is reviewed and compared. This method applied to an obstetrics and gynecology clerkship at the University of Washington reveals no significant differences in student performance among sites on the pretest, oral examination, and both external examinations, but there were differences on four internal measures (posttest, presentations, write-ups, and clinical ratings). The use of this information for clerkship improvement and faculty development is described.